
“THE CIVIL ENGINEERS” 

By virtue of composing this tune Alex was to find some 

additional recognition.                                                        

He was the official piper to The Glasgow and West of 

Scotland Association of The Institution of Civil Engineers 

and played at their annual dinner which was held in the 

Central Hotel and then moved to the Albany Hotel in 

Bothwell Street since demolished, in the early 80s. 

 

Pipe Major Alex M. MacIver 

Seumas MacNeill, at that time, principal of The College of 

Piping, published this tune in his book of pipe tunes, 

SEUMAS MACNEILL BOOK 2. Seumas also published this 

score in THE PIPING TIMES (PT 32/12 page 12) as “Tune of 

the Month” in a double-page spread.  

 

Seumas wrote:-  



                      Tune of the Month                           

                                                                                       

Our tune this month was composed by Alex MacIver 

specially as a tribute to the Institution of Civil Engineers, 

Glasgow and West of Scotland Association, at whose 

annual dinner he has played for the last thirty years. Alex 

MacIver is chiefly renowned for the splendid work he has 

done with the 214 G.C.Boys’ Brigade for a very long time. 

He is the current holder of the “Donald MacLeod Silver 

Tassie.” presented each year for outstanding service to 

piping.  

 

Three months later Alex was again to feature in The 

Piping Times (Vol. 33/3 page 28) this time under the 

heading of PIPING HONOUR showing him being presented 

with a crystal decanter in appreciation of his thirty years 

service as piper to The Institution of Civil Engineers.  

                                                                                                                                    



 

This may not be the most flattering image but this scan 

from the Piping Times is reflective of a time when this 

internationally published magazine was by today’s 

standards somewhat “rustic” in its presentation. 


