THE 214th GLASGOW COMPANY OF THE BOYS’ BRIGADE

SURE AND STEDFAST

Transcript of a recording Broadcast on Tuesday 24th of April 1962
including an interview with Pipe Major Alex Maclver.

Winners Highland Shield May 1962: L/R John MacDougall, Dougie ElImslie, Tommy

Grindlay, Malcolm MacKenzie, Eddie Thompson, Jim Marshall, Archie Longwell,
Hector Russell, and Gordon Ferguson.



Pipe Major Alex Maclver at Inverness 1966






Alex Ibell was the staunch bedrock of the band of the 214 BB based at
Gordon Park Church in Whiteinch. He was the man who taught Alex
Maclver, Joe King and Dan Finlay. That foursome would become the

guiding force behind the legend of the Pipe Band of The 214th Glasgow

Company of The Boys’ Brigade.

ALEX FERGUSON IBELL



Dan Finlay In his KOSB’S uniform and as a 214 Staff Sergeant.



MACPHEE:

MACPHEE:

ALBX,

MACFHEE:

MACFHEE:

MACPHEE:

ALEX.s

That's a very fine tritute. Now, den't you think

we should have some music?
Yos, What would you 1like? = Three marches?
That should make & gocd selection.

Well, first of all, & tune named "Alex. Ibell",
as a tribute to him from all the boys who served
in the band. Then wrikhill", followed by

"Captain MacNeill of Ugadale's
I'm sure we would 21l like to hear these marches
when the boys are readys

(ilexz. Tbell (march)
Kirchill doa
Capt. MacNeill of Ugadale (do.)

Thank you. Although you did not mention it

I take it that you composed that new tune.
Ach, we don't mention thesge things.

Do you have any aifficulty in recruiting new
members?

No. Our difficulty is one of selection. Any
members of the Company who would like to join the

‘band are never tumed away. Some, as you can *.

understand, soon realise they cannot make the grade

so they drop out. They just stop coming to the

practices.
You do set a very high standards

Ve txy to.
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MACPIHEE: How do you set about achieving that?

ALEX.: Well, the first thing we do is to give sach boy
a good. grounding of fha music., Then they take up
the chanjper., After they masler that we give them
simple tunes. With that they get the rhythm
of the music and it's not until we are satisfied
that they are ready for it that we put them on the

pipes. I can assure you they have a very thorough

apprentiteship,

WACPHEE: And that's what makes them so successful in
competitions.

ATSX. 1 It helps any waye

MACPHEE: I know you have won the Shield presented by the

Glasgow Highland Club on several occasions.
That's the trophy awarded fio the best Boys' Brigade

tand in the Glasgow arsa.

ALEX.2 That's so.
MACPHEE: And how many times bave you won ib?
ATEX,: Wig have won it 15 timss and we have held it duriag

the past thirteen years.
MACPHEE: That's a wonderful record. Now, what about the

World Junior Champicnship of the Scettish Pipe Band

Asoociation?

ALEX.: We have won that on five occasions, tut I think
our proudest honour came last year whon we won & new
Trophy awarded to what is described as the Champione

of Champions among Juvenile bands.
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MACPHEE;

VACPHER:

MACPHEE:

Congratulations and with that distinctien I fesl

we should have some mors musics
A merch, stra"bhspey and reel?
One of your competitien groups,
Yes,

And what tunes do you suggest?

The march "The Stirlingshire Militia", followed by
"John Roy Stewart! a strathspey, and then the reel

"Dr, Macrhail",

That's a testing group, Let's hear the boys play
these tunes.
(The Stirlingshire militia (m)

John Rey Stewart (s)
Dr. MacPhail (r)

Thank you. You must be proud of the toys.

Yes, but these boys de much more than play in the
band, Each one of them has to take a full share in
the many activities that give life to the work of
the church and they must be regular in their
attendance at the Bible Class. We insist on that
Just es we do on discipline. We try to ensure
that they will grow up and be worthy and respensible
members of whatever community in which they may be

placed.
What Church are they associated with?

Gordon Park Church, Whitoinch.



MACPHEE:

ALEX.s

MACP HEES

ALEX.$
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De they enjoy being in the pand with &1l the

discipline you maintain?

Yes, tut you know boys will be boys, and theré are
occaaions when we allow them certain latitudes.

1 remember one c8WD We WeT® at, We sent the Toys
off to bed at the usual time and then we went for
a walk wefore turning in ourselvess

When we get back, in about half an hour's time

we were surprised %o hear ‘the gound of a
good—going Ceilidh. Ve couldn't understand this
and we immediately made for the Ceilidh tente

It was the oneé next to ours, and when we reached 1%
4here we found our poys all in their pyjames
singing their neads off to the accompeniment of a
guitar played by 8 boy from another Company!

They were having & high old time and thoroughly
enjoying themselves. Unfortxmately,for them
they didn't notice us until we reached the door
of the tent and then you should have seen the
scatter! I never gaw & Ceilidh coming 1o

so abrupt an end!
I hope you didn't say anything %o thema

Not until next morning. We couldn't let it pass

without a word of wamninge. Discipline must always
he observed and it is osaontial that they know what
jg oxpeoted of them in the way of behaviour and

1ive up to ite.



MACPHEE:

MACPHEE:

ALEX.s

MACPHEE:

ACPHEE

MACPHER:
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-6 =

That's truc. And the mention of a Ceilidh
is a good cue for more music. What's it %o be

this time?
How would a Slow March and a Jig do?

Excellent, but that's ruther a difficult sequence

for boys.
Yes, tut = think wo can manage it.
Waat are the tunes?

The slow march "Mo Dhachaidh'e Iy home-— and the

Jig "Paddy's Leatber Broeches'.

Well, before you play these tunes, let me thank you
for playing for us. I hope the beys will feep up
their atandards and win many more prizes.

Maybe the boys who are listening who are interssted
in piping, will reelise now what they have fo deo
hofore they can really master the bagpipes.

Now I will ask the hand to end this programme

with the Slow March "Me Thacnaidh" - My home —

and the Jig "Paddy's Leather Breeches". Thank yeu,

Pipe-lfajer,

Thank you, and best wichss to all boys playing in

Fipe Bands.

Asd now the music.

(Mo Dhacihaidh
Paddy's Leather Brceches)

SURE AND STEDFAST



